THE  HINDU  PENAL CODE              197
loses his life, not through present unselfishness, but owing to
the bad actions he has committed in the past; and, of course,
a shirker saves his life, not through cowardice, but as a reward
for past good conduct
The most earnest men in modern India, as we shall see
later, find that all their efforts towards reform are shackled by
the twin ideas of karma and caste, which are inextricably
linked together. A member of a low caste is just a wicked
man painfully working out the penal sentence earned by past
sins; his high-caste fellow-citizen moves conscious that he is
a morally self-made man, and that his happy condition has
been won for him by his good deeds in a former life.
One good action, however, can outweigh a great deal of bad
karma. If, for instance, a man on the point of death
remembers God for the short instant that a mustard seed can
rest on the horn of a cow before being shaken off, he will
gain sufficient merit to ' take him to heaven (Moksa)\
The real difference between Moksa (or Mukti) and Svarga
is that, once Moksa is attained, the soul will never again have
^ to leave it, but is for ever free from the sorrows of rebirth,
while Svarga is a temporary heaven.
f There are several Svarga: Kailaia is the heaven of the god
Siva; Gofakath&tof thegodKrisna; Indradwells inlndra~lok&\
Visnu in Vaikuntha; Devi in Mamdvlpa.
But Moksa is a state higher than that of any of the
temporary gods ; it is the state of Paramatman (the Supreme
Soul) alone. In Svarga there are endless delights: fair
maidens and beautiful flowers 'and trees set in exquisite
gardens, through which cool rivers flow. But the Jivatman
(the individual soul) that ha$ attained, to Moksa now at last
loses all its individuality and becomes one with the Supreme,
indissolubly blended with, not Him, but It
There are four stages of Mok?a: the first or highest is called
Sjeyujya, when the soul is absorbed in the Paramatman, as t&e
river is lost in the sea, or as the nectar of a flower is t&efged
in the sweetness of honey. There is no persistence of